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THE FLORIDA STANDARDS ASSESSMENT:

▪ Is an authentic assessment that includes multiple choice 
questions, some of which may have two or more answers. 

▪ Will prepare Florida students for success in college, career, 
and in life by emphasizing analytical thinking. 

▪ Measures student mastery of the standards taught. 

▪ Meets high quality standards for assessment.

▪ Emphasizes critical thinking.



English Language Arts (ELA) 
Writing Assessment 
Tuesday, April 6th

English Language Arts (ELA) 
Reading Assessment 

Tuesday, May 4th

Wednesday, May 5th

Mathematics Assessment 
Monday, May 10th

Tuesday, May 11th

Science Assessment 
(5th grade only)

Wednesday, May 12th

Thursday, May 13th



▪ One 120-minute session

▪ Opinion or Informative/Explanatory Prompt

▪ Hand scored
▪ Rubric

▪ Purpose, Focus, and Organization – 4 points
▪ Evidence and Elaboration – 4 points
▪ Conventions of Standard English – 2 points
▪ Is part of the FSA ELA overall score



• One text-based constructed-response item
• Students read a variety of texts and 

respond to a prompt. 

• Paper – based

• One planning page which is not scored

• Three lined pages on which to write their 
response



▪ Two 80-minute sessions

▪ Approximately 56-66 test items in all
▪ Each session will have 28-33 items  

▪ Reading passages will consist of 100-900 
words for 4th grade and 200 – 1000 words 
for 5th grade. 



ELA Reporting Category Genre
Percentage 

of 
Assessment

Key Ideas and Details
Students read closely to comprehend, analyze, and 
summarize essential information and concepts, citing 
textual evidence to support inferences and conclusions. 

Literature
Informational Text

15-25%

Craft and Structure
Students interpret connotative and figurative meanings 
of words/phrases. They analyze how text structures and 
text features impact the text. They determine the effects 
of point of view or purpose.

Literature
Informational Text

25-35%

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
Students integrate and evaluate content presented in 
diverse media formats. They analyze the treatment of 
similar themes or topics and how the author uses 
reasons and evidence to support points.

Literature
Informational Text

20-30%



ELA Reporting Category Genre
Percentage 

of 
Assessment

Language and Editing
Students demonstrate command of the 
conventions of Standard English grammar, usage, 
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling. Items 
may ask the student to evaluate and correct 
errors which focus on grammar and usage or 
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling. Items 
should assess on-grade-level errors; however, 
once a Language Standard is introduced, grade-
appropriate items may be written to assess 
continued mastery of standard conventions of 
English.

Literature
Informational Text

15-25%

Text-Based Writing 
Students draw relevant evidence from various 
texts to support a claim or controlling idea. They 
produce clear and coherent writing with 
development, organization, and style appropriate 
to task, purpose, and audience. 

Literature
Informational Text



 1. Multiple-Choice: Students select one correct answer from four answer 
choices. 

 2. Editing Task Choice: The student reads a short passage with 
underlined words and phrases. The student selects the correct word or 
phrase that should replace the underlined word or phrase from a set of 
options. One option will always be correct “as is.” 

 3. Selectable Text: Excerpted sentences from the text are presented in 
this item type. These items may have one or two parts. In a two-part 
selectable text item, Part A might ask the student to make an analysis or 
an inference, and Part B might require the student to select the text to 
support the answer in Part A. 

 4. Multiselect: The student is directed to select a specific number of 
correct answers from among the options provided. These items are 
different from multiple-choice items, which prompt the student to select 
only one correct answer.



 5. Evidence-Based Selected Response (EBSR): In this two-part item, the 
student is directed to select the correct answers from Part A and Part B. 
Typically Part A is multiple-choice, whereas Part B may be either 
multiple-choice or multiselect. Part A often asks the student to make an 
analysis or an inference, and Part B requires the student to use the text 
to support the answer in Part A.

 6. Table Match: This item type presents options in columns and rows. 
Options may include words, phrases, sentences, quotations, 
line/paragraph/passage numbers, or images. The student is directed to 
select a box that matches a correct option from a column with a correct 
option from a row. Typically, there is only one correct option per row or 
column, though the number of correct answers may vary. 

 7. Multimedia: Enhanced content may include multimedia elements such 
as images, charts, graphics timelines, etc. Multimedia elements may 
appear within passages (stimuli) or test items. Any of the item types 
described above may be used to assess the multimedia content. 



➢ Two 80-minute sessions 

➢Approximately 56-66 test items in all. 
➢Each session will have 28-33 items.



Math Reporting Category – 4th grade
Percentage 

of 
Assessment

Operations and Algebraic Thinking
Students use the four operations with whole numbers to solve 
problems. They gain familiarity with factors and multiples. They 
generate and analyze patterns. 

21%

Numbers and Operations in Base 10
Students generalize place value understanding for multi-digit 
whole numbers. They use place value understanding and 
properties of operations to perform multi-digit arithmetic. 

21%

Numbers and Operations - Fractions
Students extend understanding of fraction equivalence and 
ordering. They build fractions from unit fractions by applying and 
extending previous understandings of operations on whole 
numbers. They understand decimal notation for fractions and 
compare decimal fractions.

25%

Measurement, Data, and Geometry

Students solve problems involving measurement and conversion 
of measurements from a larger unit to a smaller unit. They 
represent and interpret data. They understand concepts of angle 
and measure angles. They draw and identify lines and angles and 
classify shapes by properties of their lines and angles.

33%



Math Reporting Category – 5th grade
Percentage 

of 
Assessment

Operations, Algebraic Thinking, and Fractions
Students write and interpret numerical expressions. They analyze 
patterns and relationships. They use equivalent fractions as a 
strategy to add and subtract fractions. They apply and extend 
previous understandings of multiplication and division to multiply 
and divide fractions

39%

Numbers and Operations in Base 10
Students understand the place value system. They perform 
operations with multi-digit whole numbers and decimals to 
hundredths. 

28%

Measurement, Data, and Geometry
Students convert like measurement units within a given 
measurement system. They represent and interpret data. They 
understand concepts of volume and relate volume to 
multiplication and addition. They graph points on the coordinate 
plane to solve real world and mathematical problems. They 
classify two-dimensional figures into categories based on their 
properties. 

33%



1. Multiple-Choice: Students select one correct answer from 
four answer choices. 

2. Equation Editor/Gridded-Response: Students enter a value 
into a grid. Grade 3 grids have number and fraction bar 
bubbles, grades 4 and 5 grids have number, fraction bar, and 
decimal point bubbles.



3. Editing Task Choice: The student fills in a bubble to indicate the 
correct number, word, or phrase that should complete a phrase or 
sentence. 

4. Selectable Hot Text: Excerpted sentences from the text are 
presented in this item type. The student fills in bubbles to indicate 
which sentences are correct. 

5. Multiselect: The student is directed to select all of the correct 
answers from among the options provided. These items are different 
from multiple-choice items, which prompt the student to select only 
one correct answer. 

6. Matching: This item type presents options in columns and rows. The 
student is directed to select a box that matches a correct option from 
a column with a correct option from a row. Typically, there is only one 
correct option per row or column, though the number of correct 
answers may vary.



Next Generation Sunshine State Standards (NGSS)

 5th grade students (next in 8th grade)

 Two 80-minute sessions

 60 – 66 total items

 Multiple Choice



Nature of Science  - 17%
◦ Students evaluate investigations and experiments, 

organize data, identify the control group in an 
experiment, interpret data and analyze information, 
and distinguish between observations and opinions.

Earth and Space Science – 29%
◦ Students distinguish among objects in our solar 

system, identify categories of rocks and 
characteristics of minerals, differentiate between 
physical weathering and erosion, identify 
characteristics associated with different climate 
zones, and identify factors that affect weather



Physical Science – 29% 
◦ Students identify basic forms of energy; identify 

familiar forces; trace the conversion of electric 
energy into other forms of energy; and distinguish 
relationships among mass, force, and motion.

Life Science – 25%
◦ Students identify the function of human body 

organs, compare life cycles of Florida plants and 
animals, identify adaptations in animals and plants 
that allow them to survive, and trace energy 
through a food chain.



FSA levels range from 1 – 5:



➢ Read all directions, text, and questions carefully.

➢ Eliminate answer choices that are silly or wrong, then you are left 
with 2 possible choices instead of 4. (think yes, no, or maybe)

➢ Look for key words in the questions to help you: Least to greatest, 
opposite, similar, before, after…

➢ Go back into the story to find your answers and underline any clues 
you found. 

➢ Write down your math thinking and strategies in your test booklet. 
This will help you later when you check!

➢ Make sure you choose only the correct answer or answers. 

➢ Check, check, check your work. Check to make sure each question 
has an answer and check to make sure your answers are correct. 
This is very important!!!!



➢ Encourage your child to read often. 

➢ Ask questions about current books and the 
articles they read on Achieve3000.

➢ Check over daily math homework and talk about 
it together.

➢ Help to build confidence in your child and 
encourage them to do their very best.

help to build confidence.



Use suggested online programs for practice.

➢ Achieve 3000 (Reading)

➢ Freckle (Reading, Math and Science)

➢ i-Ready (Reading and Math)

Programs are available through the blended

learning folder using single sign-in.



➢ A good night of sleep before each test day

➢ A healthy breakfast each morning (breakfast is provided at 
the school).

➢ Come to school on time… Students who are tardy will not 
be allowed to enter the classroom late.  They will have to 
take the test at another time.

➢ If your child is sick, please keep them home. If they start 
the test and need to leave school, they won’t be able to 
finish it. 

➢ Do something fun and non-stressful the night before and 
try not to focus on the test! 



➢ http://www.fsassessments.org

➢ http://www.cpalms.org/Public



 If you have any further questions, 
please do not hesitate to contact your 
child’s teacher or Mrs. Kirkland.


